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OUR  FUTURE  PLANS 

It  has  been  decided  that  PARTY  LIFE  should  carry  a  report 
of  the  decisions  taken  by  the  Executive  Committee  Meeting, 
thus  replacing  the  report  formerly  carried  in  WORLD  NEWS. 

In  this  issue  we  print  a  report  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  Exe¬ 
cutive  Committee  elected  at  the  28th  National  Congress.  This 
took  place  in  May,  and  meetings  are  held  every  two  months. 

Our  next  issue  will  be  published  at  the  beginning  of  August 
and  will  carry  the  decisions  of  the  July  E.C.  This  will  be  a 
special  GENERAL  ELECTION  number.  Contributions  should 
reach  us  not  later  than  July  5th,  1963. 

CENTRAL  ORGANISATION  DEPARTMENT. 
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UNIVERil  1 1  or  ALBERTA 


The  May  Executive 
Committee  Meeting 


THE  Executive  Commiteee  met  on  May  11th  and  12th.  The 
following  officers,  members  of  the  Political  Committee  and 
Heads  of  Departments  were  elected. 


CHAIRMAN  : 

Frank  Stanley 

GENERAL  SECRETARY! 

John  Gollan 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY: 

W.  Alexander 

POLITICAL  COMMITTEE  : 

William  Alexander 

John  R.  Campbell 

R.  Palme  Dutt 

Sid  Foster 

John  Gollan 

Nora  Jeffrey 

Peter  Kerrigan 

William  Lauchlan 

Gordon  McLennan 

John  Mahon 

George  Matthews 

James  Reid 

Bert  Ramelson 

William  Wainwright 

HEADS  OF  DEPARTMENTS 

Organisation 

W.  Lauchlan 

Industrial 

P.  Kerrigan 

Press  and  Publicity 

Nora  Jeffery 

International 

R.  Palme  Dutt 

Education 

Jack  Cohen 

Women 

Margaret  Hunter 

Appointments  were  made  to  the  E.C.  Sub -Committees,  the  Social 
Services  Committee,  Youth  Affairs  Committee,  International  Affairs 
Committee,  Women’s  Committee.  Cultural  Committee  and  the  Eco- 

nomic  Committee. 

The  E.C.  approved  Standing 

Orders  for  the  conduct  of  E.C. 

business. 

[continued  on  page  5 
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Is  it  Worth  Fighting1? 


KAY  LOOSEN 

FIGHTING  in  a  ward  where  Branch  activity  and  organisation  were 
nil  was  a  great  experience  in  which  the  comrades  active  in  the 
campaign  learned  a  great  deal  and  were  brought  face  to  face  with 
what  our  Party  means  when  it  says  that  good  Branch  organisation 
goes  hand  in  hand  with  good  electoral  work. 

We  were  faced  with  a  situation  where  a  candidate  had  to  be  brought 
in  from  an  adjacent  branch  not  knowing  the  ward;  no  branch  organi¬ 
sation  of  any  description,  no  Daily  Worker  sales,  and  therefore  no 
Daily  Worker  readers  to  be  approached  to  help  in  the  campaign  or  to 
vote  for  us;  finally,  no  supporters  lists. 

Since  our  own  Branch  was  putting  up  its  own  candidate  we  were 
faced  with  the  fact  that  very  few  comrades  were  able  to  help  in  the 
campaign,  but  were  very  fortunate  in  finding  a  non-Party  member  who 
got  the  whole  of  his  family  out  to  cover  six  streets  with  the  election 
address.  Effectively  only  eight  comrades  were  active  in  the  campaign, 
of  which  three  of  them,  including  the  candidate,  were  out  every  even¬ 
ing.  One  of  these  three — a  relatively  new  comrade — became  so 
enthused  with  the  work  that  he  graduated  from  putting  election 
addresses  through  the  door  to  becoming  one  of  our  best  canvassers 
and  recruiters  for  the  Party,  making  three  out  of  the  seven  recruits 
made  during  the  campaign. 

Once  we  had  distributed  the  Address  and  the  Broadsheet  (and  this 
took  us  nearly  all  our  available  time)  we  got  down  to  the  job  of  can¬ 
vassing,  and  this  is  when  we  really  started  to  get  the  feel  of  the  ward 
— the  housing  problem,  the  problem  of  the  overcrowded  and  anti¬ 
quated  primary  school,  lack  of  proper  play  facilities  for  the  children 
in  the  new  blocks  of  flats;  lack  of  day  nurseries  for  the  toddlers;  the 
basement  flats  with  insufficient  ventilation;  the  danger  to  children  of 
the  rotting  and  sometimes  non-existent  steps  up  to  the  front  door. 
These  were  the  issues  on  which  every  family  in  the  streets  were 
involved  and  it  was  on  these  issues  that  we  were  able  to  talk  to  people 
and  ask  them  for  their  vote  so  that  a  Communist  councillor  could 
fight,  alongside  a  Labour  councillor,  for  improvements  in  these  things 
on  the  Borough  Council. 

We  ended  up  the  campaign  on  the  Thursday  with  the  candidate 
touring  the  ward  in  a  loudspeaker  van  speaking  at  every  street  corner, 
followed,  of  course,  by  the  “pulling  out”  during  the  late  afternoon  and 
early  evening. 

The  keynote  of  the  campaign  was  “Out  with  the  Tories — in  with  a 
Communist  Councillor” — and  out  the  Tories  went,  with  Labour  win¬ 
ning  both  seats,  117  votes  for  our  Party  and  seven  recruits. 

The  117  votes  could  and  should  have  been  doubled;  but  our  new 
recruits  will  assist  in  helping  to  form  the  basis  of  a  new,  rejuvenated 
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branch,  active  in  every  street,  taking  up  the  problems  which  are  there 
to  be  solvecf. 

Yes,  it  was  a  challenge  and  a  great  experience.  Let  no  one  ever 
say — “What’s  117  votes”.  They  are  important — for  in  those  117  votes 
lies  the  basis  of  a  future  Communist  Councillor  on  the  Borough 
Council  and  an  extending  and  active  Party  Branch  pledged  to  fulfil 
its  function  of  fighting  on  all  problems  in  the  interests  of  the  people  it 
serves. 


“Our  Branch  officers  are  key  people — occupying  as  they  do  posi¬ 
tions  of  vital  importance  for  the  presentation  of  the  Party  policy  to 
greater  numbers  of  people,  and  for  winning  more  and  more  of  our 
members  to  do  more  and  better  work  in  this  struggle.” 

All  Branch  Committee  Members  should  have  a  copy  of  the 
Handbook  for  Members  of  the  Communist  Party  (Is.). 


THE  MAY  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING  continued 

The  meeting  then  dealt  with  a  wide  range  of  questions  which  had 
been  referred  to  it  from  the  Party  Congress.  Twenty-five  of  these 
arose  from  branch  resolutions  to  the  Congress^  In  addition,  nine  other 
matters  arose  from  the  Congress  Committees.  In  all  cases  decisions 
were  made  to  ensure  that  these  questions  were  dealt  with  by  the 
appropriate  departments  and  committees  of  the  Party,  and  the 
branches  concerned  informed  of  the  outcome. 

There  was  a  discussion  on  the  present  situation  and  the  campaign 
for  peace.  Proposals  were  made  to  help  develop  throughout  the  sum¬ 
mer  months,  activity  against  the  Polaris  (British  and  American); 
against  the  training  facilities  for  West  German  troops  in  Britain;  and 
against  nuclear  arms  for  West  Germany;  to  develop  public  pressure 
for  a  test-ban  agreement  and  for  new  steps  in  the  disarmament  talks. 

The  campaign  for  increasing  the  Daily  Worker  circulation  was  dis¬ 
cussed,  in  particular  the  month’s  effort  from  mid-May  to  mid- June, 
as  a  preliminary  stage  to  be  followed  by  special  months  in  all  districts 
of  the  Party. 

There  was  also  a  discussion  on  the  local  election  results,  and  an 
exchange  of  views  on  what  has  now  to  be  done  in  preparation  for  a 
general  election  and  for  the  adoption  of  candidates  for  next  year’s 
local  elections.  The  Political  Committee  was  given  the  responsibility 
for  having  a  further,  deeper  discussion  on  the  whole  problem  of  our 
electoral  work,  for  preparing  a  statement  giving  our  estimate  of  the 
local  election  results,  and  making  proposals  for  a  very  serious  con¬ 
centration  of  work  in  all  the  Parliamentary  constituencies. 

The  E.C.  discussed  the  draft  of  a  new  syllabus  “Communism  and 
the  World  Today”.  This  will  be  printed  and  available  shortly,  for 
schools  and  classes  throughout  the  Party. 
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Allies 


BILL  CARRITT 

RECENTLY  I  have  visited  a  number  of  YCL  branches  to  discuss 
such  subjects  as  “The  Marxist  of  the  world”  and  “Marxism  and 
morality”.  One  of  the  questions  we  have  discussed  is  why  people 
join  the  League  and  how  they  try  to  win  others  to  do  so. 

I  have  been  surprised  at  the  numbers  who  have  joined,  or  made  the 
first  approach  to  joining,  because  they  were  curious  about  ideas  and  an 
organisation  which  incurred  so  much  hostile  time  and  space  in  the  press 
and  on  TV. 

Some  went  to  the  library  to  ask  for  books  about  Communism,  others 
asked  YCL  members  they  met  in  the  CND,  if  they  could  attend  a 
Branch  meeting  to  see  for  themselves. 

It  seems  this  kind  of  fearless  curiosity  is  fairly  typical  among  young 
people  today,  especially  those  who  are  still  studying  or  have  just  started 
work  and  meet  with  all  kinds  of  new  values  and  attitudes. 

Among  adults,  curiosity  after  a  while  gives  way  to  suspicion  gradually 
implanted  by  hostile  propaganda.  Nevertheless  most  adults  who  think 
at  all  about  politics,  know  their  life  is  going  to  be  lived  out  in  a  period  of 
increasing  competition  between  capitalism  and  socialism,  and  most 
think  that  socialism  is  ultimately  going  to  win. 

Among  such  people  are  many,  who  are  interested  to  hear  the  funda¬ 
mental  ideas  of  Marxism  seriously  discussed  by  Marxists  and  non- 
Marxists,  especially  in  relation  to  those  big  conceptions  which  they  feel 
determine  the  good  or  bad  life.  I  mean  such  questions  as  freedom, 
democracy,  justice  and  so  on. 

MARXISM  TODAY  FORUMS 

This  kind  of  interest,  which  by  no  means  indicates  easy  support, 
has  accounted  for  the  success  of  a  series  of  forums,  run  under  the 
auspices  of  Marxism  Today,  theoretical  journal  of  the  Party,  which  we 
have  been  running  in  London. 

So  far  we  have  run  eight.  The  average  attendance  has  been  120. 
Some  of  the  subjects  discussed  have  been  “Freedom”  with  John 
Gollan  and  Canon  Carpenter  of  Westminster  Abbey,  “Justice”  with 
Jack  Gaster  and  Sidney  Silverman,  MP,  “Painting  and  Life”  with 
Professor  Carel  Weight,  Peter  de  Francia,  Alan  Bowness  and  Clifford 
Rowe,  “What  does  Music  express?”  with  Alan  Bush  and  Michael 
Tippett. 

Each  one  has  drawn  an  audience  of  people  who  were  not  only 
interested  but  have  some  special  knowledge  of  the  matter  under  dis¬ 
cussion  and  the  Chairman  has  always  made  it  clear  that  our  purpose  is 
not  to  score  points,  but  to  search  for  understanding,  define  differences 
and  clarify  agreement  for  action. 
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THE  VALUE  OF  SUCH  DISCUSSIONS 

I  think  everyone  who  attended  these  forums  has  learned  very  much 
from  each  other  precisely  because  of  the  different  approaches  to  the 
question  under  discussion;  certainly  Marxists  have  been  strengthened 
to  plunge  into  the  controversy  with  the  prevailing  ideas  of  capitalism 
in  various  fields. 

These  forums  have  already  done  a  number  of  useful  things :  they  have 
forced  us  to  clarify  our  own  minds  on  some  of  the  questions  we  wanted 
to  discuss  with  non-Marxists,  they  have  provided  a  much  desired  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  our  comrades  to  discuss  ideological  and  cultural  questions 
within  our  circle  and  not  in  one  fundamentally  hostile  to  Marxism, 
they  have  revealed  or  begun  to  reveal  a  range  of  interest  and  knowledge 
among  our  own  members  which  goes  on  surprising  us  and  indicates  how 
little  we  use  each  others  qualities. 

WE  WANT  TO  DEVELOP  THIS  WORK 

Now  we  want  to  move  outwards  in  two  directions.  We  would  like  to 
help  establish  similar  forums  in  some  of  the  other  cities  where  suitable 
conditions  and  personnel  exist  and  this  could  be  done  by  a  visit  or  by 
correspondence. 


BRANCH  SATURDAY  NIGHTS 

Secondly,  in  London  we  want  to  expand  the  forums  which  have 
already  started  in  a  few  Branches.  These  take  the  form  of  Saturday 
or  Sunday  night  discussions  in  private  houses.  Twenty  or  thirty 
comrades  and  their  friends,  there  is  usually  a  high  proportion  of  non- 
Party  people  present,  gather  together  and  after  a  brief  opening  on  one 
of  the  kind  of  subjects  I  have  indicated,  there  is  a  general  discussion. 
Refreshments  are  sold  and  a  small  profit  is  made  and  the  talk  goes  on  till 
the  last  trains  and  buses. 

I  have  been  engaged  in  two  such  Branch  Saturday  nights  and  at 
both  comrades  were  heard  to  say  it  was  a  much  nicer  way  of  spending 
the  evening  than  going  out  or  sitting  over  the  TV. 

CO-OPERATE  WITH  THE  Y.C.L. 

We  also  want  to  work  with  the  YCL  to  get  discussions  between 
Marxists  and  non-Marxists  at  some  of  the  local  Community  Centres. 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  say  that  these  developments  are  very  much  in 
line  with  the  enthusiastic  welcome  given  to  the  Centre  42  Festivals  of 
Labour  by  industrial  comrades,  wherever  they  have  participated.  I 
think  by  starting  forums  and  Branch  discussions  of  this  kind  we  shall 
find  out  many  friends  who  will  welcome  the  ideas  of  festivals  run  by  the 
local  labour  movement. 

(Letters  from  branches  who  would  like  further  details  and  assistance 
will  be  welcomed.) 
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A  letter  from  Springburn 
Branch 


JOHN  KAY 


'HE  achievement  of  33,008  members  marks  an  important  stage 


in  our  advance  towards  a  50,000  membership.  The  Springburn 


A  Branch  Committee  considers  that  the  results  show  the  correct¬ 
ness  of  our  National  leadership’s  decisions  on  Party  building.  We  have 
found  in  practice  locally  that  the  estimates  and  analysis  on  which  this 
policy  is  based  are  correct  and  that  the  present  opportunities  are 
tremendous  for  our  Party.  We  would  like  to  tell  you  of  our  recent 
experiences  in  Party  building. 

Last  year  we  decided  to  aim  for  150  menlbers  by  National  Congress 
and  we  took  this  decision  when  our  membership  was  128.  By  October 
1962  our  membership  was  132.  Today  at  the  end  of  registration  it  is 
152.  Allowing  for  approximately  twenty  losses  due  to  lapses,  transfers 
out  etc.  this  means  that  forty  recruits  have  been  won  since  October. 
The  local  Y.C.L.  membership  is  now  fifty-four  and  if  they  keep  up 
their  present  rate  of  recruitment  they  will  rapidly  match  the  branch 
membership. 

The  main  basis  for  recruitment  has  been  the  lists  of  Daily  Worker 
readers,  but  a  considerable  number  have  been  made  on  our  regular 
public  stances  with  the  paper  on  Saturdays.  It  is  worth  noting  some 
points  on  this  stance  recruitment.  The  regulars  are  soon  spotted  on  the 
stance  and  after  getting  on  talking  terms  about  the  situation  at  a 
forthcoming  meeting,  we  have  raised  with  them  the  question  of  mem¬ 
bership.  In  this  way  the  stance  has  made  approximately  twenty 
recruits  over  the  past  two  years.  We  have  often  had  our  Parliamentary 
candidate  standing  with  us  after  his  public  meeting  and  introduced 
him  to  the  paper  buyers.  He  then  raises  the  question  of  membership 
with  them  and  sometimes  two  have  joined  in  one  morning. 

The  lists  of  names  of  possible  recruits  is  an  absolute  essential  and 
as  we  said  earlier,  ours  has  been  mainly  Daily  Worker  readers,  but  the 
list  can  be  added  to  considerably  from  other  sources.  Based  on  an 
idea  of  Govan  Branch  we  have  started  to  ask  our  present  members 
and  supporters  if  they  know  a  relative  or  friend  who  could  be  asked  to 
join,  and  already  results  indicate  tremendous  possibilities  here.  Some 
recruits  were  made  on  this  basis  before  the  end  of  registration,  but 
the  time  factor  prevented  us  from  getting  them  all  visited.  The  import¬ 
ant  thing  now  is  that  we  now  have  new  lists  of  further  visitations  from 
these  sources. 

We  have  managed  to  involve  more  comrades  than  ever  before  on 
party  building.  All  our  branch  committee,  young  and  old,  our  two 
municipal  candidates  (one  of  whom  is  our  Parliamentary  candidate), 
comrades  in  factory  branches  who  live  in  the  area,  and  as  the  cam¬ 
paign  gathered  momentum  many  of  our  branch  membership.  All  of 
our  comrades  cannot  carry  out  visits  as  yet,  but  they  could  pass  on  a 
name  or  accompany  another  comrade  on  a  visit. 
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With  one  or  two  exceptions  every  recruit  has  had  to  be  fought  for 
in  the  sense  of  the  necessity  to  present  the  argument  to  men  and 
women  as  to  why  they  personally  should  be  members  of  our  party. 
We  have  done  this  with  supporters  old  and  young  and  we  have  argued 
it  out  successfully  with  the  type  the  party  knows  so  well — the  old 
supporter  who  has  stubbornly  refused  to  join  over  a  long  period.  A 
bold  and  positive  approach  is  the  one  that  pays  off. 

Although  we  have  made  recruits  we  are  now  realising  all  the  things 
we  haven’t  done  about  listing  all  the  potential  in  the  area.  The  total 
vote  for  the  party  here  at  the  last  General  Election  was  1,200,  so  we 
obviously  have  a  long  way  to  go.  But  our  experience  tells  us  that 
unless  we  tackle  this  in  an  organised  way,  i.e.  by  lists  of  all  contacts 
and  arranging  the  visits,  then  we  don’t  see  the  winning  of  this  poten¬ 
tial  as  a  practical  proposition.  The  potential  will  not  itself  be  recog¬ 
nised  of  course  unless  the  branch  is  active  and  the  best  kind  of  activity 
is  public  work.  Our  branch  has  many  shortcomings,  but  the  people  in 
Springburn  know  there  is  a  branch  of  the  party  in  existence  with 
something  to  say  about  their  problems  locally,  nationally  and  inter¬ 
nationally.  This  public  work  of  the  party  is  the  fundamental  as  far  as 
we  are  concerned. 


Clear  the  Cards  and 
Clear  the  Decks 

The  June  Card  Clearance  Campaign  can  help  us  towards  our 
aim  of  50,000  members. 

Its  aims  are : 

to  make  sure  that  every  member  is  visited 

yfc  to  bring  all  cards  up  to  the  half-year 

^  to  tell  every  member  what  our  Party  is  doing. 

This  means  money  for  our  Party.  It  means  making  sure  that 
no  member  is  overlooked.  It  means  preventing  any  danger  of 
accumulated  arrears  leading  to  unnecessary  losses.  It  means  in 
particular  giving  every  member  the  chance  to  help  in  our  activity 
and  to  help  to  win  new  members  from  family,  workmates  and 
friends. 

Every  Branch  is  asked  to  make  a  thorough  job  of  the  June 
Card  Clearance. 
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Ori  to  the  Fifty  Thousand 


WILLIAM  LAUCHLAN 


AT  the  28  th  National  Congress  it  was  decided  to  adopt  the  aim 
of  50,000  membership  as  the  next  stage  of  Party  development. 
I  want  to  discuss  some  problems  that  need  to  be  tackled  to 
ensure  the  speediest  and  most  successful  mobilisation  to  guarantee 
fulfilment  of  this  aim. 

Here  we  should  remember  the  important  part  played  by  our  27th 
National  Congress  in  1961  in  clearing  the  way  for  the  faster  rate  of 
Party  growth  over  the  last  two  years. 

At  the  27th  National  Congress  the  relationship  of  the  Communist 
Party  to  the  broad  Labour  Movement  was  discussed  and  clarified. 
The  decisive,  leading  role  of  the  Party  was  restated  and  the  principle 
firmly  established. 

It  was  made  clear  that  we  need  both  the  forces  of  the  Left  in  the 
Labour  Movement  and  the  Communist  Party.  But  the  Communist 
Party  is  the  foremost,  leading  force  of  the  working  class  and  its  growth 
in  membership  and  organisation  is  essential  for  working-class  advance. 

It  is  true  that  the  Trade  Unions  are  decisive  for  changing  the 
balance  of  forces  in  the  Labour  Movement.  But  the  stronger  the 
Communist  Party  the  quicker  will  the  change  come  about. 

The  Left  in  the  Labour  Party  is  influenced  by  mass  struggle.  The 
stronger  the  Communist  Party  the  greater  will  be  the  mass  struggle. 

Our  aim  in  Britain  must  therefore  be  a  mass  Communist  Party — 
— not  a  ginger  group — a  mass  Party  with  Communist  M.P.s  and 
Councillors. 

We  are  not  at  this  stage  discussing  a  membership  of  100,000  or 
200,000.  That  will  be  a  consideration  for  future  Congresses  and, 
I  hope  and  believe,  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 


THE  NEXT  STAGE  OF  ADVANCE 

What  we  are  concerned  with  now  is  the  next  stage,  a  membership 
of  50,000,  on  the  road  to  a  mass  Party. 

That  this  is  a  realistic  aim  is  confirmed  by  what  we  have  already 
achieved. 

In  five  and  a  half  years  we  increased  our  membership  by  almost 
9,500.  This  was  achieved  on  the  basis  of  a  minority  of  members  and 
branches  being  consistently  involved. 

In  the  twelve  months  between  the  1962  and  1963  registration 
campaigns  568  branches  showed  a  net  increase  in  their  membership. 

ONLY  HALF  OUR  BRANCHES  HAVE  INCREASED  THEIR 
MEMBERSHIP 

This  is  only  half  the  branches.  Clearly  the  advances  made  would 
have  been  much  greater  if  all  branches  had  been  drawn  in  and  had 
recorded  a  net  increase,  and  if  more  branches  had  gone  about  it  in 
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the  way  the  best  Branches  tackled  it. 

In  each  District  a  serious  and  sustained  effort  must  be  made  to 
ensure  that  planning  and  organising  growth  is  a  regular  feature  of 
the  work  of  all  branches.  None  of  us  should  need  convincing  that  the 
political  conditions  are  favourable  to  growth  to  the  level  of  50,000. 

The  more  we  build  the  Party  the  more  favourable  will  the  political 
conditions  become.  The  more  favourable  the  political  situation  the 
greater  the  opportunities  for  Party  growth. 

It  depends  on  us  what  we  achieve! 

We  are  not  prisoners  of  circumstances,  unable  to  change  them. 
We  can  act  to  change  conditions  and  that  is  what  we  are  going  to  do 
in  the  period  ahead. 

REDUCE  THE  RATE  OF  LOSS 

In  our  discussions  about  Party  building  we  have  always  drawn 
attention  to  the  importance  of  consolidation,  to  cutting  losses  to  the 
lowest  level  possible. 

This  is  doubly  important  now  and  needs  to  be  given  immediate 
attention  throughout  the  Party. 

Consolidation  isn’t  an  alternative  to  recruitment.  It  is  a  vital  part 
of  Party  growth.  They  go  together  like  two  sides  of  a  medal. 

A  certain  loss  of  membership  is  to  be  expected.  However,  the  rate 
of  loss  of  the  past  year  or  two  has  been  too  great  and  must  be 
rapidly  reduced. 

We  don’t  want  to  lose  members  due  to  neglect  or  our  own  faults. 
We  must  halt  this  process  of  allowing  ourselves  to  be  separated,  in 
far  too  many  cases  for  reasons  that  cannot  seriously  be  accepted, 
from  men  and  women  who’ve  taken  the  tremendous  step  of  joining 
our  Party. 

EVERY  MEMBER  CAN  BE  HELPED  TO  HELP  THE  PARTY 

People  join  the  Communist  Party  for  a  variety  of  reasons.  Most 
of  them  approach  the  Party  with  a  great  feeling  of  respect.  Taking 
possession  of  a  Party  card  is  only  the  first  step  to  becoming  a  Com¬ 
munist.  We  should  not  only  avoid  but  combat  the  setting  up  of  arbi¬ 
trary  standards  to  which  members  are  expected  to  conform  or  else  be 
regarded  as  useless  and  hopeless. 

The  development  of  branch  life  with  lively  political  discussions 
that  help  people  to  understand  what’s  going  on  and  how  they  can 
help;  extended  public  work  to  provide  a  purpose  and  inspiration; 
social-cultural  life  and,  especially  a  radical  improvement  in  branch 
education.  This  is  what  is  needed ! 

MANY  NEW  BRANCHES  CAN  BE  BUILT 

In  the  next  stage  of  Party  growth  we  need  to  tackle  seriously  the 
vital  matter  of  new  branches,  new  areas  to  be  opened  up,  new  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  people  to  be  won. 
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[continued  on  page  15 


New  Plans  for  London 
Literature  Sales 


ERIC  HIBBIN 

OUR  Party  has  a  storehouse  of  literature  that  is  exciting  and 
inspiring.  The  Communist  Manifesto  written  in  1 848  is  as  dynamic 
today  as  it  was  when  it  was  written  and  the  ideas  it  contains 
have  changed  the  face  of  the  world  and  have  begun  to  conquer  space. 
The  volumes  of  Marx,  Engels  and  Lenin — particularly  those  like 
State  and  Revolution,  Imperialism,  What  is  to  be  Done,  contain  basic 
theories  on  which  our  British  Road  to  Socialism  has  been  developed. 
The  History  of  the  C.P.S.U.  outlines  the  building  of  the  first  Socialist 
State. 

Our  own  Party  has  produced  books  like  Harry  Pollitt’s  Serving  My 
Time,  the  Willie  Gallacher  book  Revolt  on  the  Clyde,  Hutt’s  British 
Trade  Unionism  and  others  which  vividly  portray  the  contemporary 
history  of  our  movement. 

No  Party  is  better  served  with  books  and  pamphlets  on  up-to-date 
questions. 

Many  people  have  been  brought  towards  the  Party  because  certain 
books  have  made  a  deep  impression  on  them  and  led  them  to  explore 
the  ideas  which  the  book  has  presented.  Many  more  have  had  their 
day  to  day  experiences  of  work  and  living  crystallised  and  given  direc¬ 
tion  because  someone  has  introduced  them  to  Marxist  writings.  There 
is  a  docker  in  East  London  who  sells  books  by  relating  them  to  the 
experiences  of  the  workers  around  him.  For  instance,  still  standing  in 
the  docks  are  the  cages  in  which  transportees  were  held  before  being 
shipped  to  Australia.  By  pointing  out  the  link  between  such  historical 
relics  and  our  present  struggles  for  militant  Trade  Unionism  he  has 
sold  three  copies  of  From  Cobbett  To  The  Chartists  (at  10/6d.  a  time) 
to  young  dockers.  Anyone  who  says  to  him  “Well  what  would  you 
Communists  do  if  you  had  the  chance”  is  handed  a  British  Road  to 
Socialism;  sixpence  is  demanded  and  paid  he  says,  so  far,  without 
exception.  But  how  many  of  us  sell  literature  in  this  imaginative  way  ? 

POLITICAL  ACTIVITY— NOT  A  ROUTINE  BURDEN 

Selling  our  periodicals,  pamphlets  and  books  is  political  activity  of 
the  highest  order — an  integral  part  of  the  battle  for  socialist  ideas — 
helping  to  change  minds,  develop  new  people,  build  around  our  Party 
a  mass  of  supporters  who  are  beginning  to  understand  not  only  our 
day  to  day  policy  but  our  whole  conception  of  Britain’s  Road  to 
Socialism. 

Too  often  literature  is  regarded  as  routine  and  a  bit  of  a  burden. 
Literature  can  be  elevated  again  to  its  rightful  place  in  all  the  activities 
of  the  Party.  Harry  Pollitt  never  spoke  at  a  public  meeting  without 
referring  at  length  to  the  literature  display  and  very  often  picked  out 
one  particular  book  and  made  a  more  detailed  reference  to  it  resulting 
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in  sales  after  the  meeting.  We  should  finish  our  meetings  with  ten 
minutes  to  spare  for  sale  of  literature  and  reinstate  the  old  custom  of 
comrades  going  round  the  Hall  with  our  pamphlets  before  the  meeting 
starts. 

Our  literature  can  help  our  branches  towards  becoming  the  kind 
we  need;  centres  of  political  activity  influencing  the  factories,  Labour 
Movement  organisations  and  the  workers  around  them. 

Canvassing  with  our  pamphlets  used  to  be  one  of  our  regular 
activities  and  should  be  restored.  There  could  be  door-to-door  can¬ 
vassing  in  the  Election  ward  from  which  we  could  build  up  a  list  of 
people  prepared  to  buy  our  pamphlets  in  the  same  way  as  we  build 
the  valuable  Daily  Worker  rounds.  Some  branches  already  combine 
literature  sales  with  the  Daily  Worker  rounds;  in  Limehouse  over  20 
Soviet  Weekly,  10  Soviet  Union  and  1  or  2  Labour  Monthly  are  sold 
to  weekend  readers. 

If  we  encourage  comrades  to  take  literature  into  their  factories  and 
to  their  Labour  Movement  organisations — some  of  our  branches  are 
linked  to  a  score  or  more — our  ideas  and  policy  can  have  a  con¬ 
siderable  impact  and  probably  help  towards  the  creation  of  more 
Communist  factory  groups.  A  factory  branch  in  North-West  London 
is  selling  40  Comment  regularly  and  a  small  factory  group  in  West 
Ham  sell  12  Comment. 

LITERATURE  CAN  HELP  OUR  BRANCHES  SOLVE 
PROBLEMS 

Our  literature  can  also  help  overcome  some  of  the  Branch  problems 
with  which  we  are  all  familiar. 

It  can  help  develop  understanding  if  the  majority  of  our  comrades 
are  reading  Comment,  Labour  Monthly  and  Marxism  Today — 
understanding  which  can  lead  to  more  making  a  contribution  to 
the  work  of  the  branch. 

By  increasing  the  number  taking  literature  regular  politicaLcontact 
can  be  established  with  more  of  our  members  but  it  faces  us  up 
sharply  to  the  problem  of  creating  more  Membership  Stewards  to 
do  the  job. 

New  members  gain  a  deeper  understanding  of  our  Party  and  its 
ideas.  It  is  essential  that  Marxist  writings  are  made  available  to 
them.  In  London  we  are  producing  a  folder  for  new  members 
“Introducing  Communist  Literature”. 

We  need  to  help  the  Literature  Secretaries  to  become  more  than  just 
“carriers  of  lit.”  We  are  organising  evening  meetings  or  schools 
for  Lit.  Secs,  and  Branch  Committee  members  on  “Literature  and 
the  Battle  of  Ideas”. 

But  our  literature  can  only  do  its  work  if  the  Branch  Committees 
discuss  and  plan  how  to  improve  the  sales. 

LITERATURE  AT  EVERY  MEETING 

Every  meeting  and  class  which  takes  place,  no  matter  how  small, 
should  have  a  display  of  our  Marxist  literature.  At  a  recent  Marxism 
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Today  Forum  in  London  on  Mass  Educability  nearly  £9  worth  of  books 
were  sold. 

We  are  planning  to  send  parcels  of  books  to  branches,  on  sale  or 
return,  so  that  comrades  can  see  what  is  available  and  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  buy.  Some  branches  used  to  have  portable  literature  stands 
for  use  at  factory  gate  and  open  air  meetings — a  simple  idea  which 
every  branch  could  take  up. 

Wherever  our  literature  is  displayed  it  sells.  If  we  help  the  majority 
of  our  branches  to  see  how  it  can  assist  them  to  strengthen  the  branch 
and  reach  out  to  the  people  we  shall  be  well  on  the  way  to  making  it 
possible  for  our  literature  to  do  the  mass  job  it  is  designed  to  do. 

Propaganda  for  the 
Television  Age 


DAPHNE  MORGAN 

FURTHER  to  the  article  on  keeping  our  members,  by  Betty 
Matthews,  which  I  hope  all  branch  leaderships  will  discuss,  the 
keynote  seems  to  be  “helping  members  to  strike  deep  communist 
roots”. 

To  this  end,  I  do  not  think  that  discussions  on  Socialism  and  current 
politics  alone  are  enough ;  we  must  show  every  member  what  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party  is,  as  shown  by  our  past  struggles  and  triumphs,  and  by  the 
lives  of  our  heroes.  I  think  it  is  significant  that  so  many  people  who 
joined  the  Party  during  the  Spanish  war,  have  stayed  in,  and  played  a 
leading  part;  I  am  always  meeting  fresh  examples.  The  International 
Brigade  inspired  us  all,  and  showed  us  what  Party  membership  really 
means.  Unfortunately,  what  were  contemporary  events  for  us,  are 
merely  history  to  newer  Comrades,  and  history  is  the  possession  of  only 
the  small  minority  who  have  reading  for  a  hobby,  and  are  prepared  to 
grub  about  for  out-of-print  books  and  pamphlets.  Frank  Jackson’s  set 
of  slides  are  obviously  one  way  of  filling  the  need  of  showing  people 
what  the  Party  really  is,  but  not,  I  think,  enough.  For  one  thing 
Communism  is  a  world-wide  movement. 

I  think  we  should  produce  something  suitable  to  the  television  age, 
such  as  a  set  of  around  two  dozen  folders,  similar  to  the  “Meet  the 
Communists”  series,  to  sell  at  Id  or  2d,  so  that  people  can  collect,  swap, 
and  pass  them  round,  on  such  subjects  as  The  Unemployed  Struggles  in 
Britain,  The  Long  March,  The  Life  of  Dimitrov  (including  something 
on  the  united  front  and  his  refusal  to  have  any  truck  with  the  cult  of  the 
individual,  on  his  return  to  Bulgaria),  The  Front  Populaire  and  defeat 
of  Fascism  in  France,  The  International  Brigade  and  British  Battalion, 
The  Struggle  of  the  Spanish  People,  Anti-Nazi  war-time  heroes,  such 
as  Fucik,  perhaps  the  story  of  the  underground  German  Party,  The 
Victory  over  Chiang  Kai-shek,  including  the  crossing  of  the  Yangtze 
and  the  takeover  of  Shanghai,  The  Siege  of  Leningrad,  The  Battle  of 
Stalingrad,  The  Story  of  the  Rosenbergs,  including  Ethel’s  last  poem 
(for  which  alone  I  would  pay  a  lot  more  than  2d),  Cuba,  items  from 
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Latin  America,  such  as  the  life  of  Luis  Prestes,  and  so  on.  Gallacher’s 
career,  with  his  magnificent  stand  over  Munich  in  Parliament. 

Since  the  write-up  would  have  to  be  very  condensed,  I  think  we 
should  not  leave  it  to  a  journalist  to  have  a  bash,  but  give  the  job  to 
experienced  historians,  used  to  handling  a  mass  of  facts,  and  putting 
them  in  perspective;  maybe  our  Historians  Group  would  adopt  the  idea. 
And  let’s  have  clear  and  simple  language,  because  the  facts  of  history 
belong,  or  should  belong,  to  us,  and  we  should  not  be  alienated  from 
them  by  academic  manners. 

By  showing  people  the  living  reality  of  Party  history,  we  can  help 
them  to  realise  that,  whatever  contribution  they  are  able  to  make  to  the 
Party,  it  is  very  little  compared  to  what  we  one  and  all  owe  to  the  Party. 

It  becomes  obvious,  from  reading  a  little  history  that,  but  for  the 
struggles  led  by  the  Party,  we  should  all  be  either  dead  by  now,  or 
slaves  of  Fascism,  that  the  Party  is  capable  of  facing  every  crisis, 
rallying  after  seeming  disasters,  and  thus  can  be  trusted  to  lead  us  to 
ultimate  victory. 


ON  TO  THE  FIFTY  THOUSAND  continued 

In  the  course  of  the  year  leading  up  to  Congress,  81  new  branches 
were  established.  This  is  welcome  but  slow  progress. 

Every  new  member  widens  the  circle  of  Party  influence.  Every 
new  Branch  means  organised  influence  and  activity  that  will  put  us 
increasingly  on  the  political  map. 

Every  District  knows  the  towns  and  factories  of  any  size  and 
importance  where  there  is  no  Party  organisation.  Plans  should  be 
worked  out  to  ensure  a  break-through  in  these  places  in  the  months 
ahead. 


BUILD  THE  CIRCULATION  OF  THE  “DAILY  WORKER” 

Finally,  for  growth  such  as  we  need  to  reach  50,000  membership  a 
mass  effort  with  the  Daily  Worker  is  absolutely  essential. 

Such  success  as  we  have  had  in  Party  building  could  never  have 
been  achieved  without  the  paper.  Yet  the  contrast  between  Party 
growth  and  Daily  Worker  advance  is  such  that  we  need  to  act  with¬ 
out  delay. 

The  fight  to  win  5,000  new  daily  readers  and  to  raise  the  week  end 
readership  to  25,000  is  a  vital  part  of  the  battle  to  ensure  Party 
growth. 

The  question  for  all  of  us  is  whether  we  have  the  determination  to 
carry  forward  and  speed  up  the  process  already  started  and  rapidly 
to  reach  our  aim  of  50,000  members.  I  am  confident  we  have  the 
determination.  Let  us  boldly  recruit  and  build  the  Party  so  as  to 
provide  more  and  more  the  kind  of  leadership  the  working  class 
needs  and  deserves. 
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Factory  Sales  of  “Comment” 


Comrades  working  in  a  factory  in  the  North  West  area  of  London 
on  being  asked  how  they  sell  40  copies  (sometimes  more)  of  “Com¬ 
ment”  per  week  have  sent  us  the  following  communication. 

“There  is  no  magic  formula  for  selling  ‘Comment’  or  any  other 
Communist  literature.  The  key  question  is — are  there  two  or  three 
comrades  who  see  the  need  to  fight  for  Communist  ideas  among  their 
workmates  as  the  basis  upon  which  to  build  unity,  and  all-round 
political  and  industrial  struggle? 

“Most  important  is  the  simple  process  of  asking  and  at  intervals 
asking  again  all  those  workers  who  have  shown  class  feeling. 

“The  propaganda  machine  of  capitalism  is  powerful  but  not  so 
effective  as  many  comrades  assume.  It  creates  among  some  workers 
(a  growing  number  as  we  have  found)  a  desire  to  read  the  views  of 
those  best  able  to  comment  on  Communist  theory  and  practice — the 
Communists  themselves. 

“Many  workers  stimulated  by  the  presentation  of  world  events  and 
holding  their  own  doubts  about  what  the  ‘bright  young  men’  on  T.V. 
say,  are  interested  in  the  Communist  world  movement  and  its  outlook. 
It  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  for  capitalism  to  conceal  the  social 
and  industrial  successes  in  the  U.S.S.R.  and  they  want  to  know  what 
is  different  in  the  set  up  to  make  such  advances  possible.  Hence, 
combined  with  the  visible  role  of  Communists  who,  as  Trade  Union 
workers,  champion  the  cause  of  the  individual  worker  with  a  problem, 
as  well  as  of  all  the  workers,  the  simple  process  of  asking  workers  to 
read  the  ‘Daily  Worker’,  to  read  ‘Comment’  regularly,  to  buy  our 
pamphlets,  to  give  us  money — is  the  path  to  growth. 

“This  has  been  our  ‘formula’. 

“No  ‘active’  comrade  in  Trade  Union  work  can  really  be  active 
unless  he  sees  this. 

“In  simplest  form  this  is  the  essence  of  combining  the  immediate 
struggle  of  the  workers  with  care  for  the  future  of  the  working  class. 

“One  of  us  is  a  leading  shop  steward  in  the  foundry.  He  is  also  a 
delegate  to  his  T.U.  Annual  Conference  as  well  as  one  of  the  three 
chief  negotiators  on  a  factory  scale.  I  am  in  a  similar  position  in  the 
factory  and  the  union.  To  similar  comrades,  the  hundreds  of  them  in 
other  factories,  we  say  this — How  can  you  build  a  base,  how  can  you 
be  a  Communist  on  the  job  unless  our  ‘Daily  Worker’  and  literature 
sales  are  seen  in  this  all  round  way? 

“The  Trade  Union  work  is  firing  on  one  cylinder  if  that  is  all  we 
do.  The  workers  in  our  factory  are  no  different  from  those  anywhere. 
There  are  no  exceptions.” 
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